


















atv 2 





PACIFIC COAST CHAPTER 
a Railway and Locomotive Historical Society, Inc. 
type 5 
ail- 
ntrar 


reper SAN FRANCISCO BAY -NAPA VALLEY 
~ STEAMER AND RAILROAD EXCURSION 


SUNDAY, APRIL 15, 1951 


He 


; on 
yet- 
‘ra 


force 
>tions 


lities 
rn 
ama bly 
rl 


2 44 
yard 
ing. 
ban- 
ch- 
ch. 
al 
ctro- 
all 


uip- 


0. 








arred 
long 





SP'S CASCADE CQMING OFF MARTINEZ-BENICIA BRIDGE 
S.P. Company Photo 


ased 
Rail- 
rice 





April, 1951 
Issue No. 138 





For the Western Railfan 











The Western Railroader 
For the Western Railfan 


P.O. BOX 668, SAN MATEO, CALIF. 
FRANCIS GUIDO, Editor 


JACK GIBSON, JOHN P. CARRICK, Associate Editors 


Ten Issues for a Dollar 





































Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


"The Western Railroader" is again happy to cooper- 
ate with the Pacific Coast Chapter of the Railway & 
Locomotive Ilistorical Society, Inc.. As with all rail- 
fan activities by all groups we try to work together so 
that the greatest good for the greatest number is achieved, 
May you enjoy this trip and attend the future excursions 
operated by the railfan groups in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, "The Western Railroader™ carries advance informat- 
ion on trips by all groups---you are invited to subscrib., 


EXCURS IONS The next scheduled trip is the R&LHS-Cal- 

Nevada joint trip over the Western Pacific 
to Quincy and Westwood on May 5-6. The train will leave 
Saturday morning, May 5th, and travel to Quincy Junction 
where the Quincy Railroad will take over to Quincy where 
over-night arrangements will be made in hotels. Sunday 
morning the Quincy Railroad will take us back to the W.P. 
for the trip to Westwood. A side trip over the Almanor 
Railroad will be made before heading home for a late Sun- 
day arrival in the Bay Area, Fare-will be $16.50 includ- 
ing tax. Write: Stanley Merritt 836 Alma Avenue, Oakland 
10, California for tickets. 


The May 20th Bay Area Electric "Mystry Trip is a 
“member only" trip and their May 30th Sacramento Northern 
trip to Woodland has been postponed at the request of the 
railroad to July 4th or later. 


The June 9-10 trip to Sterling City seems set to 
go ahead as planned, Regular scheduled trains will be 
used to Chico with a special train on the Sterling City 
branch, Overnight hotel arrangements at Chico for Satur- 
day night will be made with the cooperation of the Chico 
Chamber of Commerce, 


BACK ISSUES From time to time we keep getting requests 
for back copies of “The Western Railroader" 
but aside from the very current issues we are usually 
unable to supply the same, The "Railways & Steamers of 
Lake Tahoe" and "History and Rosters of the Northwestern 
Pacific" are available at 50¢ eache We also have extras 
of our recent issues on the Death Valley Monorail and 
the last issue on Mt Tamalpais & Munir Woods for 15¢ and 
25¢ respectively. A very few of the Tidewater Southern 
issue remain at 25¢ each, 
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S.P.. 1806 --- FIRST ALL-STEEL COACH, IN THE WEST eae) 


' Southern Pacific coach 1806, still in use as a branch 
line combined coach and caboose, was the first all-steel 
main-line coach in the west and missed by a month of being 
the first all-steel main line coach in the United States. 

The steel passenger cars date back to 1902, at which 
time the Illinois Central placed a composite wood and steel 
suburban car in operation. The following year the Altoona 
shops of the Pennsylvania Railroad built an ali-steel car 
for the Interborough Rapid Transit in December, 1903 for 
subway service. 

The Standard Steel Car Company in 1904 built a sample 
steel baggage car for the Erie Railroad which is generally 
considered the first all-steel car for main line service. 
A steel postal car for the same railroad, also built by 
Standard, was exhibited at the International Railway Con- 
gress at Washington in 1905, 

The substitution of steel for wood in passenger train 
cars was forced on the railroads by increased train speed 
and greater train length which demanded greater strength 
and efficiency in construction. Wooden equipment afford- 
ed inadequate protection in wrecks due to fire and splint- 
ering of wooden sills, and there was also a growing 
scarcity of suitable timbers for long cars, 

Early in 1905 the Director of Maintenance and 
Operation of the Associated (Harriman) Lines, of which 
the Southern Pacific was a part, authorized the Southern 
Pacific Company to design an experimental steel coach, 

Orders to proceed with the actual work on the 
experimental steel coach were received November 1, 1905, 
and requisitions for the necessary material were placed 
immediately. The car was built entirely in the S.P.'s 
Sacramento General Shops. The steel superstructure was 
made in the boiler shop and the cuban mahogany interior 
finish was manufactured in the cabinet shop. Constnact- 
ion was completed in July, 1906, and the new steel unit, 
numbered Southern Pacific 1806, was taken out on several 
test runs, 
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Interior of S.P. Coach 1806 when it was first built 
note lighting and baggage racks. S.P. Company Photo 





Meanwhile, however, the Pennsylvania Railroad had 
its P-58 steel coach under construction at Altoona which 
it completed on June 11, 1906. This car numbered 1651 
beat the S.P.'s 1806 by only a month of being the first 
all-steel main line coach in the United States, 

The Southern Pacific's experimental steel coach 
involved a number of original features in its construct- 
ion. Conspicuous among these was the semi-elliptic or 
arched roof. The side frames were designed as a girder 
or truss in conjunction with the arched formation of the 
roof, forming a very strong tubular section for the car 
body. The general arrangement of the interior and 
general dimensions were the same as the common standard 
wooden coachees with a seating capacity of 70 persons. 
All equipment applied was of the latest type at that 
time, among which were the double system of heating by 
steam and hot water, and combination gas and electric 
lighting systems.. 


The sample steel coach, S.P, 1806, was produced at a 
cost of approximately $17,000, weighing complete 170,000 
pounds, as against 88,000 pounds for the common standard 
wooden car, which cost $8,500, Shortly after completion 
it was exhibited at Chicago where it was inspected by 
officials of various railroads, Barring usual shoppings 
and the time it was exhibited at the Panama Pacific Inter- 
national Exposition in San Francisco in 1915, it has been 
in regular service since September 13, 1906. 


The Western Railroader @ Page Four 













































SOUTHERN PACIFIC 2436 





™ Southern Pacific locomotive 2436 on the head end of 
— the Napa Valley Special from Crockett to Suisun and on 
51 the return trip to Oakland Pier, was built by Baldwin in 
st 1911 as a P-3 class engine. In later years the S.P. 


rebuilt this engine with a cut-away cab and applied a 
booster where upon it was reclassed as a P-4 engine. 
There were nine other pacific type engines rebuilt to 


“ee P-4 elass but frem P-1 class. They were 2401, 2402, 2409, 
ler 2410, 2414,. 2419, 2420, 2422, and 2424. They were- assign- 


‘os ed to operating the "San Joaquin" and Fresno Flyer", with 
the exception of the 2414 and 2419 which ran passenger 
trains out of Los Angeles. When the San Joaquin was 

_" | streamlined and the other passenger service down the v 
valley curtailed these engines were assigned to the 
Sacramento locals. During World War II they were assign- 
ed to San Francisco peninsula commute service. In the 





ry last two years, however, the commute trains have become 
; too heavy for this class engine, so they have been dis- 
tributed to other divisions of the Southern Pacific 
t a system--with the exception of 2410 which was retained to 
000 operate one of the lighter trains-down the peninsula. 
lard The end is-near for the ten P-4's, however, for on 
‘ion October 14, 1950 the 2401, which was involved in a wreck 
a few months previous, was scrapped. Engine 2420 is now 
ngs on the "bone pile" at Oakland and would have been scrapped 
inter- by now if Korea hadn't come along. The other P-=4's are 
been now in service, but no one is sure for how long. 


Photo and text from Fred Stindt 
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MUNI TYPE "A" CARS SOLD Forty-two of the Municipal 
Railway's type A-cars (1-43) 

have been sold to Salco Iron & Metal Co. for 
scrapping together with the rails from the old 
Sutro barn, Car #1 is being retained, Trucks 
and motors were retained and some Brill trucks 
are now under type B cars. 

The Utilities Commission has approved track reconstruct- 

ion projects for Ocean Avenue on the K line and on the 

Powell, Washington and Jackson cable lines as well as a 

rebuilding of all Muni cable cars, 





HEARINGS ON KEY SCHEDULE CHANGE A proposed schedule ch 


change on Key System's 
wey system F line trans-bay train service was delayed by 


nn the State Utilities Commission until hearings 
can be held following protest of the change 
from 20 to 30 minute headway. Under the change 
the A and F would have been joined to eliminate a lay- 
over in the SF terminal--inbound A's would go out as F's 
and inbound F's would go out as A's, 





SITUATION ON MICITIGAN-CAL John Carrick reports that 
Michigan-California Lumber 
Company engine 7 and the standard gauge boiler and parts 
which used to be Rockport Lumber Company 53 have been 
scrapped at Camino. Michigan Cal 4, which was used by 
the scrapper to tear up the rail out of Pino Grande has 
not been scrapped, but has been returned to the company 
and is now stored at Pino Grande. Incidentally, this 
same engine, then Swayne Lumber Company 3, did the scrap- 
ping chores on the Swayne lumber line.- A hold order: has 
been placed on the superheated engines, numbers 1, 3, 
6 and 15, The future of engines 4 and 9 is very doubt- 
ful. The wreckage of the original No. 6 that went through 
the trestle some years ago has also been scrapped at Pino 
Grande. Status of the locomotives is as follows: 

Numbers 2 and 11 on exhibition at company office at 
Camino; 1, 3 and 5 in storage at Camino, 4, 6, 9 and 
15 in storage at Pino Grande, 15 to be used in transfer 
service at Pino Grande when mill opens. 

The standard gauge Camino, Placerville & Lake Tahoe 
has been extended across the highway at Camino into the 
new mill site and a new roundhouse and shops will be 
built there. The new mill is not expected to be ready 
for operation this year so the Pino Grande mill will 
probably be operated for one more season.--Carrick 





SANTA CRUZ LUMBER The last of the track of the Santa 


Cruz Lumber has been torn up with 
the steel going to Pacific Gtates Steel at Decoto. 





WANTED: Two II0 gauge Varney dockside locomotives. State 


condition and price, J.P. Carrick, 15 Chirco Dr. Los Gatos 
Calif. 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC 1643 Next time, try the train 


Southern Pacific locomotive 1643 on the head end of 
the Napa Valley Special from Suisun to Calistoga was 
built in 1901 and is one of the few small mogul type 
engines left on the Southern Pacific lines, The engine 
was stored for months at Bayshore Yards, but finally made 
the shops for a complete overhaul last year and took the 
honors for being the smallest road engine to go through 
any Southern Pacific shop during the year 1950. It 
left Bayshore Shops on December 4, 1950, and‘has been 
assigned to the Suisun roundhouse ever since, 

Photo and text from Fred Stindt 


PACIFIC ELECTRIC 1200's GO FOR SCRAP The following 
P.E. 1200 type 

interurban cars were seen on the Southern Pac- 
ific's Colton local enroute to Kaiser's Fontana 
steel plant: 1234, 1209, 1214, 1240, 1223, 1204, 
1211,-1244, 1222, 1239, 1233. Some had the 

trolleys intact, others had them inside car, but apparent- 

ly the only thing removed was the cash fare registers, 

The 1100's are reportedly sold to a Mexican firm, but 

this has not been confirmed, 


The second iot of-1200's seen-enroute to Kaiser Steel 
included: 1201, 1216, 1255, 1212, 1241, 1228, 1205, 1236, 
1260, 1218 and 1203. -- R. Hervey Angier 





S.N. CHICO SHOPS CLOSED The Chico shops of the Sacran- 
ento Northern were consolidated 

with the Western Pacific shop at Sacramento effective 

April 2nd. While a test track overhead has been instal- 

led at Sacramento, there is no electrified connection 

and diesels will have to haul the electric power into 

the shops. 
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